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Gonies Archaeological Ethnography Summer School 
Greece  

21 June 2015 – 19 July 2015 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FIELD SCHOOL DIRECTOR: 
Dr. Aris Anagnostopoulos , University of Kent (UK) a.anagnostopoulos@kent.ac.uk   

 

INTRODUCTION 

The Three Peak Sanctuaries of Central Crete project is an archaeological project that investigates 
Minoan peak sanctuaries in the rocky mountainous province of Malevyzi, in central Crete. Throughout 
the duration of that project, we conducted ethnographic research in the area, focusing especially in the 
village of Gonies, within walking distance from the peak sanctuary of Filiorimos. Our goal is to use local 
knowledge, especially toponyms and traditional stories, to inform and enrich the archaeological 
interpretation of the peak sanctuaries.   

Gonies was one of the largest villages in the area, with a very strong pastoralist and agricultural 
economy, and significant contribution to the culture and history of the island. However, post-WWII out-
migration and urbanization have severely depopulated the village and the surrounding area, leaving it 
with a mere 200 inhabitants. In our involvement in Gonies, the public aspect of the archaeological 
project is very pronounced. We try to work closely with the local community in all decisions taken on the 
future of the archaeological process itself.  We also attempt to demonstrate how the peak sanctuaries of 
the area may serve as a means to rejuvenate the local economy and community in sustainable ways.  

Archaeological ethnography is an integral part of our research in Gonies. It aims to closely investigate 
the involvement of locals with their material and intangible heritage in general, and the remains of 
various peak sanctuaries scattered around its area. We address the issues arising in the documentation, 
preservation, and dissemination of cultural heritage through our research and our public engagement 
with the village, local and national stakeholders. Our goal is to develop a public archaeology program 
that will contribute to the sustainable development of the area. 

To achieve this we need to fully understand the local context, but also forge strong cooperative bonds 
between our project and the village. Ethnography helps us to more deeply involve the local population 
in creating anthropological and historical knowledge about the village, the archaeological site and its 
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significance in changing historical settings. This year in particular, we are collaborating with a local 
potter, expert in Minoan pottery, in order to engage the community in exploring ancient ceramic crafts, 
with a particular focus on figurines, employing those discovered at the peak sanctuary of Filiorimos as a 
source of inspiration. The ethnographic team will gather information on local sources of clay, as well as 
local techniques of clay-working and firing; it will plan and put to practice a community engagement 
project, which will try to engage as many villagers and visitors as possible in the process of creating 
figurines; will organize an exhibition of the materials created and will plan their dissemination; and will 
devise and execute companion material for the project. 

 

COURSE OBJECTIVES  

The course aims to familiarize students with the methods and concerns of archaeological ethnography; 
to involve them in a theoretical and practical way in the organization of sustainable community 
archaeology projects; and, to allow students to experiment with various inclusive methods for the 
presentation and dissemination of finds. 

Students will participate in the following research activities: 

 Ethnographic interviews, focus groups and participant observation. 

 Digitally recording and locating cultural heritage (buildings, material objects, songs and stories), 
ancient remains and natural resources in the area. 

 Planning a community-based archaeological experiment focusing on figurine-making. 

 Collecting information on crafts and techniques from local artisans. 

 Engaging the locals and carrying out the community workshop on figurine making with the help 
of a local potter. 

 Planning and performing a public presentation/exhibition at the end of the program. 

 
 

PREREQUISITES 

There are no prerequisites for participation in this field school. Students will learn to conduct 
ethnographic work with a translator, in this case a Greek-speaking colleague. There is only minimal 
physical labor involved in this field school. Fieldwork takes place in a village that is not far from the 
capital of the island of Crete, but amenities are sparse and the ways of life are quite different from those 
in a city. Students will understand that ethnographic work in such places is quite demanding, and 
requires their full attention and resourcefulness to be successfully carried through. 

 

GRADING MATRIX 

50%: Attend and participate each scheduled day, including lectures, digitalization activities, fieldwork 
and the preparation of the final project 

30%: Keep a field notebook that will be submitted and evaluated at the end of the course 

10%:  Write a report on the final presentation/exhibition, submitted at the end of the course. 

10%:  Participate in daily reports of research activities to the group.  
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TRAVEL & MEETING POINT 

Students travelling to Heraklion (HER) by air will be met at the airport; those travelling by boat will be 
met at the passenger terminal of the Heraklion port. If your flight is delayed, or for some reason you 
miss the designated meeting time, please go to Hotel Olympic, Kornarou Square (tel no: +30 281 
288861; website: www.hotelolympic.com). Staff there will know how to communicate with project staff.  

 

ACCOMMODATION 

Students will live in houses provided by the community. Lodging is comfortable, but very basic. Students 
will share rooms, kitchen and toilets. Hot water will not always be guaranteed. 

We offer breakfast, a snack at lunch and dinner, which will be cooked in the traditional local cuisine. 
Food will be basic, but plenty and nutritious, based on local produce. The local diet is based heavily on 
meat and dairy products, and an abundance of olive oil, but fresh vegetables and legumes will also be 
readily available. Specialized diets (e.g. vegan, kosher) are very difficult to maintain due to the 
remoteness of the place. Vegetarians may attend and will be catered, but the food options may be fairly 
limited. 

       

DISCLAIMER – PLEASE READ CAREFULLY 
Field work involves long hours in hot weather. You should be aware that conditions in the field are 
different than those you experience in your home, dorms or college town. This program operates in the 
mountains of Crete. During the day, temperatures under the shadow fluctuate between 70o‐80o. 
However, under the sun they may reach 80o‐90o. Humidity is relatively low and some mosquitoes 
and/or flies may be close to the research area. If you have any concerns, please discuss them with your 
doctor and/or project director as appropriate.  

Please be aware that, while in the village, you represent the project, and therefore your conduct reflects 
on our work and our relationship with the community at large. Ethnographic work involves talking to a 
great variety people, of very different cultural backgrounds than yours, usually in their own private 
abodes. You should behave politely and in a way mindful of local custom at all times, during the program 
hours and during your times of rest and socializing.  

Gonies is a small, quiet village with few outlets for entertainment. You will spend most of your nights 
out in one of the local coffee shops, where you will be customarily offered alcoholic beverages as a 
treat. Please drink in moderation, the local variety of distilled alcoholic drink is very strong (40-60% 
alcohol by volume), and may result to alcohol poisoning if consumed in large quantities.   
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COURSE SCHEDULE 

Week 1 

Sunday 11:00-13:00 Meeting at the lobby of Olympic Hotel. 

14:00 coach trip to Gonies. 

15:00 – 17:00 Settling in, preliminary introductions 

19:00 Dinner 

 

Monday Morning: Orientation to the site, Safety Induction, Introduction to the archaeological & 
community project 

  Afternoon: guided tour of the village and the archaeological site of Filiorimos as an 
introduction to the history and archaeology of Crete. 

 

Tuesday Morning: Lecture: Introduction to community projects and archaeological ethnography. 

 Hamilakis 2011; Marshall 2002; Moser et al. 2002 

  Afternoon: tour of the area, with emphasis on particular heritage sites. 

  Evening: introductory dinner with the cultural association of the village. 

 

Wednesday Morning: Lecture: Archaeological Ethnographies. Methods and Issues. 

 Hamilakis and Anagnostopoulos 2009; Meskel 2005; Edgeworth 2006 (intro) 

Afternoon: Workshop on ethnographic methods. 

Bernard 2002, ch 13 

 

Thursday Morning: Lecture: Archaeological Ethnographies in the Context of State Archaeology. 
The example of Greece. 

Deltsou 2009; Stroulia and Sutton 2009 

Afternoon:  Workshop: taking fieldnotes, storing and classifying them; introduction to 
the project field notebook, an assignment for which students will be graded. 

Bernard 2002, ch 14. 

 

Friday  Morning: Workshop: Introduction to the census project, beginning of ethnographic 
work. 

Afternoon: Ethnography in the village 

 

Weekend:  Excursion to Knossos, guided tour, and discussion. 
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Week 2 

 

Monday: Morning: Introduction to the uses of ethnography for curating and exhibiting material 
culture. 

Golding and Modest 2013; Kirschenblattt-Gimblett 1998 

  Afternoon: ethnographic work 

 

Tuesday: Morning: Curating and presenting for the Public 

  Gable and Handler 2000; Woods 1995 

  Afternoon: ethnographic work 

 

Wednesday: Morning: planning sustainable community programmes 

  Du Cros 2001; Jope 1996; Packer et al. 2002 

  Afternoon: Ethnographic work 

 

Thursday: Morning: Ethnographic work 

  Afternoon: Digitalisation and database practical 

 

Friday:  Morning and afternoon: ethnographic interviews, on-site tours by locals. 

 

Weekend – trip to Heraklion Archaeological Museum 

 

 

Week 3 

 

Monday:  Morning: Lecture: Experimental archaeology and its uses in exploring ancient craft 
production and consumption 

Outram 2008; Evely & Morrisson 2010; Jeffra 2013 

Afternoon: Fieldtrip visit to Vassilis Politakis’ workshop – pottery workshop 

Tuesday:   Morning: Lecture: Materials and artefacts:  Minoan crafts and the exploitation of the 
natural environment 

Choice of papers from TEXNH (Aegaeum 16) 1997; Evely 2000 

 Afternoon: Fieldtrip: Survey of natural resources in the areas surrounding Gonies  
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Wednesday:  Morning: Lecture: The production and consumption of Minoan peak sanctuary 
anthropomorphic figurines. Theories and frameworks. 

Myres 1902/3; Zeimbeki 2001; Morris 2009 

 Afternoon: planning an archaeological experiment 

 

Thursday:  Morning: Workshop: planning an archaeological experiment 

Afternoon: Ethnographic interviews/digitization work/gathering data for final project 

 

Friday:   Morning and afternoon: ethnographic interviews, preparing and leading a focus group. 

 

Weekend Free 

 

 

Week 4 

 

Monday:   Morning: Workshop on the final project. Discussion, issues, collecting materials, 
planning ahead. 

 Afternoon: commencement of the experimental archaeology action. Elicitation 
techniques, setting up the group, addressing issues. 

 

Tuesday:  Morning: Workshop on digitizing field notes and cross-referencing data 

 Afternoon: experimental archaeology workshop, ethnographic elicitation techniques 

 

Wednesday:  experimental archaeology workshop 

 

Thursday:  experimental archaeology workshop 

 

Friday:  Morning: review of ethnographic work, addressing issues, problems, questions 

 Afternoon: experimental archaeology workshop 

 

Weekend:  Public presentation of work, a day of open discussions and focus groups. 
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Week 5 

 

Monday 19/7 Return to Heraklion and continued trips home. 

 

Daily schedule  

for the four weeks of field work, Monday through Friday: 

8:00-8:45 Breakfast 

9:00-12:00 Lectures (where applicable), ethnography or digitization work. 

12:00-12:30 Coffee break 

12:30-15:00 Ethnographic work 

15:00-16:00 Break for snacks 

16:00-17:00 Rest 

17:00-20:00 Ethnography, digitization work or preparation of the final presentation/exhibition 

20:00-21:00 Dinner 

21:00-21:30 Daily debriefing, discussion and planning ahead 

 

 

READINGS 

 

Bernard, H.R., 2002, Research Methods in Anthropology. Lanham: AltaMira Press. 
 
Castañeda, Q., 2009. The ‘Past’ as Transcultural Space: Using Ethnographic Installation in the Study of 
Archaeology. Public Archaeology 8(2-3):262-82. 
 
Cochrane, A. and Russell, I., 2007. Visualizing Archaeologies: a Manifesto. Cambridge Archaeological 
Journal 17(1):3–19. 
 
Du Cros, H., 2001. A new model to assist in planning for sustainable cultural heritage tourism. 
International Journal of Tourism Research 3:165-170. 
 
Edgeworth, M. (ed), 2006 Ethnographies of Archaeological Practice: Cultural Encounters, Material 
Transformations. Lanham: AltaMira Press. 
 



8 

 

Evely, D. 2000. Minoan Crafts: Tools and Techniques. An Introduction. Jonsered: Paul Åströms Förlag. 
 
Evely D. & Morrison, J. 2010. The Minoan Potter's Wheel: a Study in Experimental Archaeology. 
Proceedings of the 6th International Congress of the Archaeology of the Ancient Near East. Volume 1. 
Matthiae, P.; Pinnock, F.; Nigro, L. and N. Marchetti, eds. Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz Verlag, 283-288. 
 
Gable, E. and Handler, R., 2000. Public History, Private Memory: Notes from the Ethnography of Colonial 
Williamsburg, Virginia, USA. Ethnos: Journal of Anthropology, 65(2): 237-252. 
 
Golding, V. and Modest, W., 2013. Museums and Communities: Curators, Communities, and 
Collaboration. London and NY: Bloomsbury. 
 
Hamilakis, Y., 2011. Archaeological Ethnography: A Multitemporal Meeting Ground for Archaeology and 
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Jope, M., 1996. Sustainable community tourism development revisited. Tourism Management 17(7): 
475-479. 
 
Kirschenblattt-Gimblett, B., 1998. Objects of Ethnography. In Destination Culture: Tourism, Museums, 
and Heritage. Berkley & Los Angeles: University of California Press. 
 
Laffineur, R. & Betancourt, P. eds. 1997. TEXNH. Craftsmen, Craftswomen and Craftsmanship in the 
Aegean Bronze Age / Artisanat et artisans en Égée à l'âge du Bronze. Aegaeum 16.  
 
Marshall, Y., 2002. What is community archaeology? World Archaeology 34(2): 211-219. 
 
Meskel 2005 Archaeological Ethnography: Conversations around Kruger National Park. Archaeologies 
1(1): 81-100. 
 
Morris, C. 2009 Configuring the Individual: Bodies of Figurines in Minoan Crete. Hesperia Supplement 42, 
179-187. 
 
Myres, J. 1092/3. Excavations at Palaikastro II. The Sanctuary site at Petsofa. Annual of the British School 
at Athens 9, 356-381. 
 
Moser, S., Glazier D., Phillips, J. Nasser el Nemr, L., Saleh Mousa, M., Nasr Aiesh, R. Richardson, S., 
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sustainable community-based rural programs. Community Development Journal 37(4): 316-326. 
 
Rampley, M., 2000. Anthropology at the Origins of Art History. In A. Coles (ed.) Site-specificity: the 
Ethnographic Turn. London, Black Dog Publishing Limited 138-63. 
 
Schneider, A., 2008. Three modes of experimentation with art and ethnography. Journal of the Royal 
Anthropological Institute 14:171-94. 
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RECOMMENDED READINGS 
 
Articles in the Notes and Reviews section of Public Archaeology 7(1), 2008 
 
Articles in Public Archaeology 8(2-3), 2009 
 
Bernard, H.R., 2002, Research Methods in Anthropology. Lanham: AltaMira Press. 
 
Hamilakis, Y. 2007, The Nation and its Ruins. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 
 
Tully, G., 2007. Community archaeology: general methods and standards of practice. Public Archaeology 
6(3): 155-187.  


